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Today’s Talk

• Choosing a course
• Studying at the University of Aberdeen 
• Personal statements
• Entry routes



How do I choose a course? 



Choosing the right degree
• What are my talents?
• Which subjects interest me?
• What job would I like?

• What jobs are ‘in demand’?
• Do I want flexibility?



Degree programmes
Subjects studied at school

• English, Maths, History

Subjects never tried before
• Anthropology, Real Estate, Divinity

Vocational subjects
• Law, Medicine, Education



Career Prospects
• Some degrees will lead directly into a career or give you the first steps 

to entering a career in that area
• Graduates have many careers open to them after graduation – our 

online prospectus shows you examples of what you can do with each 
subject 

• Editorial Assistant 
• Journalist 
• Project Manager 
• Social Account Manager

English Degree



Accreditations
An accredited degree is recognised by a national or royal 
society for that industry, making it easier to start a career in 
that sector or undertake further study/training

• Accountancy - Accredited by the Chartered Institute of 
Accountants 

• Computing - Accredited by the British Computer Society
• Divinity and Theology - Accredited by the Church of 

Scotland 
• Engineering - Gives exemptions from professional exams 
• Geography - Accredited by the Royal Geographical Society
• Psychology – Accredited by the British Psychological Society



It’s okay to change your 
mind!
• Make the best decision for you
• Do your research – attend Open Days, subject sessions, speak to your 

teachers/guidance staff/family
• Flexible degrees mean you can change your mind even when at 

university



University of Aberdeen



About Us
• Founded in 1495 – over 525 years old
• 5th oldest University in the UK, 3rd oldest in Scotland
• Top 20 UK University (The Times/Sunday Times Good University 

Guide 2022)



Our Facilities
• State-of-the-art facilities for the 

21st century located in a beautiful 
historic campus

• New £35m Science Teaching Hub,
opening September 2021

• £280 million invested in recent years
• Sir Duncan Rice Library
• Suttie Centre Medical School
• Aberdeen Sports Village and Aquatics 

Centre
• Student Union Building



Our Student Experience
• Join a community of 14,500 students and 2,500 members of staff
• We are a global university with over 130 nationalities on campus
• Over 350 undergraduate degree programmes and over 150 sports clubs and societies
• 5th in UK for Student Satisfaction (NSS 2021)
• Student Support and wellbeing 
• Study abroad 



What entry routes are there?



Entry Requirements
• Make sure you will meet the entry requirements for the course(s) you want to 

apply for

• Do you need National 5s/Highers in certain subjects or at certain grades?

• Standard, Minimum, Adjusted Requirements

• If you’re not sure get in touch – we are here to help!



What other qualifications 
do we accept?

• HNC and HND courses
• Advanced level courses (SCQF Level 7 and 8 – equivalent to Years 1 

and 2 at University)
• Delivered at a range of colleges across Scotland including NESCol

(North East Scotland College)
• Broad range of subjects offered, from Accountancy to Social 

Sciences, Applied Sciences to Law

• Access courses – e.g. SWAP
• Ideal if you choose to take a break from studies after high school
• Designed for adult learners who have had a gap in full-time 

education



Articulation Pathways
• We work closely with colleges across Scotland, including NESCol in 

Aberdeen, to create supported pathways between institutions

• We also offer transition support and bridging programmes before you 
start at university

• College students can get associate student status to access University of 
Aberdeen facilities

• Please note that not all courses allow articulation – do your research 
and speak to colleges/universities first



Application Process



UCAS

• UCAS – University and Colleges Admissions Service

• Apply to universities across Scotland and the UK

• Submit and track your application online through UCAS Hub

• Make sure you keep to any deadlines: 

• 15 October: Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine

• Last Wednesday in January: Equal Consideration deadline

• Make sure you know any school deadlines – they may want you to complete 
your application earlier than this! 



Completing your UCAS form

• There’s six sections to complete in your UCAS form – this 
tells the universities you’re applying to more about who you 
are and is how they decide to offer you a place

• Some sections of the form you’ll need to complete yourself, 
and others will require your school’s support

• You can submit your application for 2022 entry from 
September 2021 onwards



Completing your UCAS form

• Personal Information 
• Includes your contact details (including a named contact who can 

contact universities on your behalf) 
• Any other important personal information (eg: you’re care 

experienced, or have a disability or physical/mental health 
condition)



Completing your UCAS form

• Choices
• You can make up to 5 course choices on UCAS – use these wisely!
• Make sure to check each choice’s entry requirements to make 

sure you have the right qualifications and/or subjects
• You must pay to submit your application - £22 for 1 choice or 

£26.50 for 2 or more choices



Completing your UCAS form

• Education
• This is where you list all of your qualifications (either already 

achieved or sitting the year you apply)
• If you apply from school, the SQA will send your results directly to 

UCAS on results day – you won’t need to contact the University 
with your grades



Completing your UCAS form

• Employment

• This section may not be applicable to all applicants, especially those applying 
from school 

• If you take a break between school and University to work, you may wish to 
include information here to give the universities a fuller picture of who you 
are

• Include part time jobs

• You can include paid or unpaid employment here, such as any volunteering 
roles in your community



Completing your UCAS form

• Personal Statement 
• This is your chance to express yourself, your subject interest, your 

suitability for university and future goals!
• 4000-character limit – around 800 words
• Why do you want to study your course choices? Can you show 

commitment to the subject, or any relevant work experience? 
What are your hobbies and extra-curriculars? 

• Write in paragraphs and proof-read before submitting!



Completing your UCAS form

• Reference
• This is usually a teacher from your school or college – your school 

will tell you who will write your reference 
• If you take a gap year, we’d advise contacting your last school or 

college to ask for a reference from a teacher who knew you
• Supports your application and highlights any contextual 

information (widening access, disruptions to studies, other 
personal circumstances)



Personal Statements 



Personal statements 

• For many students this feels like the most daunting part of 
the form – what do I write? What should I say?

• It’s your chance to personalise your application beyond your 
grades achieved and highlight your skills and experiences

• Use the support available to you – speak to your school, 
watch videos or download guides on university websites, 
attend virtual events and workshops



Personal statements 

• Questions to consider:

• Why am I applying for this course?

• Why does this subject interest me? Have I completed any activities that 
demonstrate my interest?

• E.g: have I undertaken work experience? Did I attend a taster session or 
event? Did you enjoy a specific part of this subject at school/college?

• Why would I be a good student – what skills do I have? 

• How will my previous studies relate to this course?



Personal statements 

• Questions to consider:

• What skills do I have and how will this help me as a student?

• What personal achievements am I proud of? 

• Do my hobbies and interests outside of school relate to the skills required to 
succeed in my course?

• Do I know what I want to do after university? If I do, how does the course 
relate to this? If not, how will this course keep your options open?

• Do I meet any widening access factors or have I experienced hardship?



Top tips
Do:
• Use good literacy – spell and grammar 

check before submitting
• Show your strengths and ideas clearly, 

ensuring it can be understood by 
whoever reads your application

• Be enthusiastic about the course you are 
applying for!

• Demonstrate you meet any non-
academic entry requirements, such as 
having completed work experience –
important for certain courses such as 
Teaching, Healthcare or Medicine

Don’t:
• Exaggerate – this may be caught out later 

in the application process, such as during 
an interview - reflect honestly on your 
experiences and don’t compare yourself 
to classmates

• Write solely in UCAS Apply – save 
regularly in a word processor such as MS 
Word or Notes

• Leave it all until the last minute! Make 
sure to note any internal school/college 
deadlines – this can help you receive 
feedback and make edits to your 
statement in plenty of time



What happens next?

• Track your application through UCAS Hub

• You’ll receive responses to your application after you apply – check your 
account and your emails regularly

• Congratulations – you’ve received an offer!

• If a university decides to offer you a place, this will usually either be a 
Conditional or an Unconditional Offer

• Make sure to respond on time 

• You can accept up to two offers – a Firm and Insurance choice



Next Steps
• If applying to University this year:

• UCAS Medicine, Dentistry & Veterinary Medicine deadline: Friday 15 October 
2021

• UCAS Equal Consideration deadline: Wednesday 26 January 2022

• Attend virtual and in-person events
• University of Aberdeen Virtual Open Day: Saturday 2 October 2021
• University of Aberdeen Enhanced Campus Visits: Weekly until Wednesday 27 

November 2021
• Check out our other virtual events here: abdn.ac.uk/study/virtual-em

• Get in touch with any questions you have
• anna.johnston@abdn.ac.uk or study@abdn.ac.uk

http://abdn.ac.uk/study/virtual-em
mailto:anna.johnston@abdn.ac.uk


Thanks for listening!
Any questions?
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